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Plate i. Dryburgh Abbey as it might have been—an artist’s reconstruction 





Plate 2. From an engraving by Captain John Slezer, “Ingineir to his Maj” c, 1678. 
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ncet windows; the remains of one of these is to be seen in the north 
-all. The east wall had an architectural treatment similar to that of 
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CLAUSTRAL BUILDINGS 
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at the east end is a wall arcade in stone of semi-circular intersecting 


















Frater and Subcrofi 

The building on the south side of the cloister at the lowest ground 
level contained two vaulted apartments with central pillars. The 
windows were in the south wall. In the 15 th century the rooms were 
reconstructed as barrel-vaulted cellars, and a passage was formed. 
On the walls of the passage can be seen rows of small incised crosses, 
possibly the tallies cut by a cellarer. 

Above this basement was the Frater or refectory (French, refretoir), 
approached by a flight of steps from the cloister walk. The frater was 
the dining-hall of the canons. The dais or raised platform, where 
the high table stood, was at the east end, and close to it, on the south 
wall, was a pulpit for the reader at meals. The frater was lighted by 
four large windows in the south wall, small windows in the north 
wall, and the wheel window in the west gable which still remains 
intact. In the west facade of Jedburgh Abbey Kirk there is a similar 
window. A screen divided the west end of the hall from the mam 
body; the servery passage from the kitchen entered at this point. 
The coat of arms over the doorway which leads from the cloister 
walk to the kitchen is a 16th century carving and the arms are those 
of John Stewart, second son of the Earl of Lennox (see page 23). 

Lavatory 

1 An arched recess, the principal feature in the west wall of the 

the frater. This recess contained the lead-lined trough for handwashing 
before meals, the water being supplied through a conduit pipe. The 
bench and the masonry at the back of the recess are modem. 

Cellars 

No provision was made in the original plan for a western range 
but at a late period three vaulted cellars were constructed against the 
west wall at the north end. These are entered from the cloister 
through a plain round-headed doorway. A carved grave-slab had 
been used as an internal lintel. The cellars now shelter a small collection 
of moulded and carved stones from different parts of the building. 

Gate-house 

To the south of the frater, and on the opposite side of the ditch 
which was the old water channel, is a small Gate-house (late 15th 
century). It was at one time connected with the main buildings by a 
covered bridge, but only the lower part of this now remains. The 





gate-house contained a passage and on the first floor was a small 
chamber entered from the vaulted top of the bridge. Heraldic shields 
are carved on the skew-putts of the gables; the one on the west side 
bears the arms of the Greenlaw family, and the other represents the 
arms of the House of Ker. 

Precinct or Mantle Wall 







Plate 3. The west doorway of the abbey church 
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Plate 4. The ruined nave and north transept chapels of the abbey church 
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Plate 7. The east claustral range 
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Before that, however, Dryburgh suffered again from the attacks 
of the "ancient enemy.” The Earl of Hertford’s invasion of Scotland 
by sea in 1544 was reinforced by cavalry from Berwick. These troops 
did much damage on the Border. A letter from Thomas Erskine 
reported that the Earl of Angus had convened most of the gentry 
of Lothian to pass to the Border for resisting the English, and stated 
that he himself was on his way to Dryburgh, presumably to assemble 
his tenantry for the same purpose. A further letter to the Queen 
Dowager, dated 12th September, 1544, reported the great damage 
done by the English and "speciallie besyde my place quhar thai have 
destroyit all the teindis that I had in thai partis ..." Because of this 
he and the convent had nothing left to sustain them but their property 
in Lothian, of which Lord Bothwell had taken possession without 
consent either of the writer or the convent—a distressing precedent 
followed by others in the neighbourhood. 

This misfortune was followed by a greater one which a contem¬ 
porary English writer describes. On Friday, 4th November, 1544, 
Sir George Bowes, Sir Brian Layton and others to the number of 
700 men “rode into Scotland upon the water of Tweide to a town 
called Dryburgh with an abbey in the same, which was a pretty town 
and well buylded; and they bumte the same town and abbey, saving 
the churche, with a great substance of come and gote very much 
spoylage and insicht geir and brought away an hundredth nolte, 
sixty nagges, a hundreth sheip . . . and they tarried so long at the said 
bumynge and spoylage that it was Satterday at eight oC the cloke 
at nycht or they come home.” The Abbey and its "town” were never 

In the same year the commendator took revenge in a raid across 
the Border, where some damage was done before the Scottish forces 
retreated. Possibly it was in retaliation for this raid that Erskine, 
captured in March, 1547, at sea on his way to France, was detained a 
prisoner in England despite the protests of the Queen Dowager and 
the Regent Arran. During his captivity the battle of Pinkie was 
fought and, by the death of his elder brother, Thomas, became Master 
of Erskine and heir to his father, Lord Erskine. He resigned his 
commendatorship in favour of his brother, John, but predeceased his 
father and the new Commendator succeeded his father in 1554 as the 
sixth Lord Erskine. His subsequent history and promotion to the 
Earldom of Mar do not concern the Abbey. 

In 1556 his place was filled by another member of the house of 
Erskine, David, natural son of Robert, Master of Erskine, and thus 
nephew of both preceding Commendators. He was also Commendator 
of Inchmahome. In his time the Reformation took place. It seems 
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Ancient Monuments and 
Historic Buildings 


Many interesting ancient sites and buildings are 
maintained as national monuments by the Ministry 
of Works. Guide-books, postcards, and specially 
produced photographs are available as follows: 

GUIDE-BOOKS or pamphlets are on sale at most 
monuments, and are also obtainable from the book¬ 
shops of H.M. Stationery Office. A complete fist 
of titles and prices is contained in Sectional List 
No. 27 available free on request from any of the 
addresses given on cover page iv. 

POSTCARDS can be purchased at many monu¬ 
ments, or from the Clerk of Stationery, Ministry of 
Works, 122 George Street, Edinburgh, 2 (Clerk of 
Stationery, Ministry of Works, Lambeth Bridge 
House, London, S.E.i, for English and Welsh 

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHS of most monu¬ 
ments may be obtained in large prints (e.g. size 
x 6£" or 10" x 8") at commercial rates from the 
Librarian, Ministry of Works, Broomhouse Drive, 
Edinburgh, 11. (Photographic Librarian, Ministry 
of Works, Lambeth Bridge House, London, S.E.i, 
for English and Welsh monuments). 









